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Sir: 



RESPONSE 



This is in response to the Office Action dated September 24, 2002. Submitted herewith is a 
petition for extension of time. Please consider the following remarks. 



REMARKS 

The present invention relates to acetylenic hydroxamic acids which act as inhibitors of TNF- 
oc converting enzyme (TACE). The compounds of the present invention are useful in disease 
conditions mediated by TNF-a, such as rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, and ulcerative 
colitis. 



The Examiner has required a restriction under 35 USC 121 to one of the following groups: 

Group I: Claims 1, 2, and 5-7, drawn to compounds, compositions and methods of treatment 
wherein Y is phenyl; 

Group II: Claims 1, 2, and 5-7, drawn to compounds, compositions and methods of treatment 
wherein Y is heteroaryl; and 
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Group HI: Claims 1, 2, and 5-7, drawn to compounds, compositions and methods of treatment 
wherein Y is aryl other than phenyl. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.143 the applicants provisionally elect Group II. Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the restriction requirement. Applicants 
reserve the right to file a divisional application directed to the non-elected subject matter in 
the event the restriction is warranted. 

Favorable treatment of the application is earnestly solicited. 



Wyeth 
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